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Thesaurus for identification of movable archaeological properties

TERMINOLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS

The ICCD terminological instruments serve as fundamental standards in
cataloguing. They range from simple lists of terms to tables of values,
glossaries and full thesauruses.

They support the development of a common language among actors in
the cultural heritage sector, for the acquisition, exchange and use of
knowledge.
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THESAURUS FOR IDENTIFICATION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIALS

The ICCD vocabularies were extensively revised beginning in 2005, as part of the
computerisation work carried out under the “Progetto Lotto".

Beginning in 2008, 17,000 definitions were gathered from the SIGECweb databanks and
the Progetto Lotto catalogue records. These terms have been checked and brought into
conformity, creating a lexical basis for systematic reorganisation of the entire
terminological framework for archaeological movable properties.

In 2009, a first proposal for the thesaurus structure was prepared, organised under
both hierarchical and conceptual-ordering criteria.

Refinements and supplements were added over the years 2010 to 2012, leading to the
current structure of the vocabulary as of 2014.
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Thesaurus must be suited to different cataloguers, ranging
from "non-expert" to expert, and for different uses,
including inventory activities.

clear simple gradual

The International Organisation for Standards has issued guidelines for construction of
thesauruses: I1SO standard 5963:1985, 2788:1986, and ANSI/NISO 739.19-2005.
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STRUCTURE OF THE THESAURUS FOR MOVABLE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROPERTIES

The thesaurus is organised in a "table" format:
« Levels 1to 3 are used for CATEGORIES (macro-categories to subcategories)

« Level 4 lists the main terms for identification of the property. The list also includes
terms identified as "NON-preferential”, indicated in round brackets.

« Level 5 lists the more specific terms concerning FUNCTION, FORM and PART.
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USING THE THESAURUS

Thesaurus levels 1 to 3 correspond to the first three levels of the Archaeological
object catalogue sheet, which are the CLS or "Class and production" fields.

The terms in Thesaurus level 4 are used in the OGTD subfield, for identification of
the property.

Thesaurus level 5 is used for compiling any Specific functions and types, and/or for
identification of any remaining parts.
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Terms taken from different levels of the thesaurus must be divided by a
forward slash "/" followed by a space. Multiple terms from level 5 of the

thesaurus must be divided by a comma ",", followed by a space.

The first term in the sequence is always the main identifier of the cultural
property. The last term, if used, is the identification of any remaining part
from the original object.
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Here are some examples of compiling the OGTD subfield:

amphora
amphora/ transport
amphora/ transport, point

belt
belt/ for bearing arms, multiple

stone panel
stone panel/ surfacing
stone panel/ surfacing, with inscription

statue
statue/ colossal
statue/ colossal, foot
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OG - OGGETTO

OGT - OGGETTO

OGTD - Definizione kantharos

OGTT - Tipologia gruppo St. Valentin
CLS - Categoria - classe e STRUMENTI, UTENSILI E OGGETTI D'USO/ CONTENITORI E
produzione RECIPIENTI/ CERAMICA/ Ceramica attica

OGT - OGGETTO

OGTD - Definizione fibula

OGTT - Tipologia Tipo Certosa
CLS - Categoria - classe e ABBIGLIAMENTO E ORNAMENTI PERSONALI/ GIOIELLI E
produzione MONILI
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Development of the thesaurus is "a work in progress". We are open to
suggestions for additions and changes. Just write to:

http://iccd.beniculturali.it/risponde/

We welcome comments, suggestions and improvements for all the cataloguing
standards.
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