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The norm for cataloguing architectural and landscape properties 

is the result of decades of study and development, starting in 

the late 1800s.   

The first records for movable and immovable properties were 

true paper sheets. The approach was “descriptive”: gathering 

historical-critical information and data on the features and 

conservation of monuments, art and archaeological items. 
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Records for immovable properties continued to develop, from 1892 to 1969.  

- List of monumental structures (1890s): a one to two-page summary sheet 

for description of buildings, identifying three categories of importance -

national, regional, local.   

- Ministry  of Public  Education - List of ancient objects, architectural 

constructions and parts of buildings and ruins (1890s): A full four-page 

catalogue sheet, often supplemented with photographs, for technical 

description of buildings and archaeological monuments. The photographs 

were held in the Ministry of Public Instruction archives. 

- Form 36, Antiquities and fine arts (1950s): A catalogue sheet for 

immovable artworks.
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In 1974, when the Ministry of Cultural and Environmental Heritage was 

created, it established the Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 

(ICCD). The mission was to develop and manage the “General Catalogue” of 

architectural, archaeological, art-historical and environmental heritage.   

On 9 October 1974, the ICCD issued the first version of “Sheet A” for 

cataloguing buildings and architectural objects, with brief rules for compilation. 

Sheet A was designated for use with properties  of specific types, ages and 

contexts of recovery.  

Standards for cataloguing architectural properties 

In 1984, ICCD issued a revised version of Sheet A, with detailed rules for 

compilation and  provision of supporting documentation. 

ICCD also published the first Parks and gardens (PG) record, for historic 
villa and monument grounds, urban parks, botanical and “scientific”
gardens.  
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In the following years the Institute took the first steps towards 

computerisation, for conservation and access to the masses of paper-based 

information.  This required important innovations for structuring data in all 

records, according to simple and uniform rules.   

The ICCD developed a language for communication between the national 

centre and all outlying agencies, using magnetic and Internet supports, 
independent of the users’ current hardware and software. In the early 1990s, 

the Institute completed the transfer from paper-based to computerised 

records, including all catalogue sheets.  
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In 1992, 1993 and 1994, the catalogue sheets were revised for improved 

data acquisition, management and access, maintaining the same 

contents.  

During the years 2000 to 2003, ICCD launched the General Catalogue 

Information System, SIGECweb. This step required careful 

methodological study, followed by revision of the data forms and the 

rules for compiling fields.  

The result is the cataloguing norms as we now see them, with sections 

for different kinds of information, such as for georeferencing of 

properties, thereby placing them in context with other historic-cultural 

assets and with the territory itself.  
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Architectural and landscape heritage 

Parks and gardens: green spaces of special historic, artistic or
environmental importance, such as villa grounds, botanical parks and
gardens, urban parks, green spaces of archaeological sites, small private
gardens, cloisters, courtyards and cemeteries.

Architecture: monument complexes, public and religious buildings, noble
residences, fortifications, private buildings, and industrial archaeology
structures, of significant historic-artistic importance.

Historic centres: the oldest parts of urban settlements, with particularly
important artistic-historic features.
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Catalogue sheets

A – ARCHITECTURE

PG – PARKS and GARDENS

CNS – HISTORIC CENTRES

SU – URBAN SECTORS
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COMPUTERISED RECORDS

Sheet A - Architecture (version 3.00) 

Catalogue sheet A is the record for monument complexes, public 

and religious buildings, noble residences, fortifications, private 

buildings and industrial archaeology structures, of special historic-

artistic importance.  

The description is organised on the basis of units (interior/exterior 

spaces) and functional components (walls, roofs, floors, etc.).  

Sheet A is typically used for cataloguing buildings and objects 

dating to the High Medieval and later. 
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Sheet PG - Parks and gardens (version 3.00) 

The PG catalogue sheet is the record for green spaces of 

particular historic, artistic and environmental importance, such as 

villa grounds, botanical parks and gardens, urban parks, 

archaeological site grounds, small private gardens, cloisters, 

courtyards and cemeteries. 
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TERMINOLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS 

Thesaurus for the Object (OGT) structured  field

The thesaurus is structured in levels, indicating the vocabulary for 

compiling the Object (OGT) field, and object Definition (OGTD) 

and Qualification (OGTQ) subfields, of A and PG catalogue sheets. 
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www.iccd.beniculturali.it

Standards for cataloguing architectural properties 

Methodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism

Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



www.iccd.beniculturali.it
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The “A” catalogue sheet documents and describes
monument complexes, public and religious
buildings, noble residences, fortifications, private
buildings and industrial archaeology structures, of
special historic-artistic importance.

The A 3.00 catalogue sheet
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section CD - CODES
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section RV - RELATIONS
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section AC - OTHER CODES
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section OG - OBJECT
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section LC – GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION - ADMINISTRATIVE
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section LC – GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION - ADMINISTRATIVE
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section CS - CADASTRAL LOCATION
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section GP - POINT GEOREFERENCING
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section AU - CULTURAL IDENTIFICATION
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section RE - HISTORICAL INFORMATION
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section TU - LEGAL STATUS AND RESTRICTIONS
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section TU - LEGAL STATUS AND RESTRICTIONS
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section DO – REFERENCE SOURCES AND DOCUMENTS

Standards for cataloguing architectural properties 

Methodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism

Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



section DO – REFERENCE SOURCES AND DOCUMENTS

Standards for cataloguing architectural properties 

Methodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism

Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



section AD - DATA ACCESS
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section CM – COMPILATION
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The SIGECweb General 
Catalogue Information 
System ensures quality and 
uniformity in all processes of 
data gathering, management 
and access.

It provides technologies and 
functions for interoperation 
with external systems, and 
elaboration of information for 
public use. 
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Review data mode
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: CODES section
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: LOCATION 
section
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: CADASTRAL 
LOCATION
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: CULTURAL 
DEFINITION
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: HISTORICAL 
INFORMATION
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: VERTICAL 
STRUCTURES
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: LEGAL STATUS AND 
RESTRICTIONS

SIGECweb standards for cataloguing architectural properties 

Methodologies for cataloguing cultural heritage Ministry for Cultural Heritage and Activities and Tourism

Central Institute for Cataloguing and Documentation 



The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: REFERENCE 
SOURCES AND DOCUMENTS
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: DETAILS OF DATA 
ACCESS
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Modern geolocation technologies provide advanced
software and tools, increasingly suited to non-specialist
use.

The ICCD aims for provision of simple 
applications, permitting anyone to 
create and manage objects in map 
environments, thus making 
georeferencing of cultural properties 
accessible to all. 

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb includes specific 
functions for:
•georeferencing properties, 

•using Web Map Service (WMS) 
in systems interoperations, 

•exporting geographic data in 
open formats, such as Geography 
Markup Language (GML). 

SIGECweb: map interoperability

Geographic data 
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In SIGECweb, the user carries out a few simple steps to  
automatically geocode the property’s geographic-administrative 
location, and carry out map-based georeferencing, viewed in 
WMS services.  

Geographic data 
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: point georeferencing

Geographic data 
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The A 3.00 catalogue sheet: map view

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb: GEOCODING procedure

Translates the property’s alphanumerically 
described administrative location into 
geographic coordinates, for visualisation in 
territorial mapping. 

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb GEOREFERENCING

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb: geocoding and georeferencing 

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb also uses the movable properties catalogue sheets to 
automatically generate records concerning the property “containers”. 

SIGECweb: containers (places of custody)
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SIGECweb: containers (places of custody)

Geographic data 
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SIGECweb geographic data 
are exported in Open 
Geospatial Consortium 
(OGC) standard. 

This means they can be 
imported and processed in 
Geographic Information 
System (GIS) environments, 
to generate thematic maps 
or produce files (e.g. Keyhole 
Markup Language - KML, 
KMZ) for broad distribution 
and  easy access via apps, 
such as Google Earth and 
Google Maps. 

Geographic  data 
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Geographic data 
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Thank you for your participation ! 

Geographic data 
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